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ROLLERLIFE

PROJECT’S IMPLEMENTORS:

Start: 01/09/14 - End: 31/03/20

NGOs:
MME BirdLife Hungary (Coord. Ben. – HUN)
Milvus Group association (RO)

Public bodies:
Bükk National Park Directorate (HUN)
Kiskunsági National Park Directorate (HUN)
DALERD (HUN)
Environmental Protection Agency of Satu Mare (RO)

BUDGET: 5,046,097 € 75,00 % EC Co-funding
LOCATION:

Carpathian Basin 
(CB)

Béla Tokody, project manager
ROLLER LIFE NATURE PROJECT

Conservation of the European Roller (Coracias garrulus) in the Carpathian Basin
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BACKGROUND and AIMS:

Strengthen the European core population of the European Roller and 
ensure its conservation by the implementation of suitable conservation 
measures

Threats : 
 Decreased size and quality of foraging habitat
 Loss of suitable nest sites
 Increased mortality
 Low public awareness
 Absence of strategic tools ensuring the proper conservation management 
of European Roller

MAIN EU POLICY(IES) TARGETED:
Mainly EU Birds Directive
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MAIN ACTIVITIES:

 Create nesting opportunities by placing nest-boxes and preparing artificial nest holes

 Improve feeding habitat conditions by means of AES in Slovakia and demonstrative farming 
on 530 ha in Hungary

 Improve nesting and feeding habitats on three characteristic roller habitat types in three 
project sites

 Demonstrate new management methods in key European roller habitats to promote their use

 Promote bird-friendly habitat management of Natura2000 sites, especially the prevention of 
tree logging

 Ensure sustainable and long-term conservation management of the species by the ‘Farmers
for Rollers’ programme

 Identify dangerous migratory roots by marking 65 birds and involve NGO-network in their 
conservation

 Preparation  National Action Plan and updated of the International Action Plan for the species
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EXPECTED RESULTS:

 Increase of European roller breeding population in targeted Natura2000 sites in 
Hungary by over 20% during the project – i.e. 707-860 breeding pairs by 2019

 Increase of the population in the western Romanian project area by over 20% to 
reach 116-164 breeding pairs by 2019

 459 ha of new nesting and foraging habitat in different regions of Hungary

 Training courses for target groups concerning insulation techniques for medium-
voltage pylons in Hungary 

and 1 000 pylons in Romania, to reduce bird electrocutions

 Increase in the overall occupation rate of nest boxes to 45%, with a 25% occupancy 
expected in the case of artificial holes in Hungary

 At least 18% of nest boxes occupied by rollers in western Romania

 Migratory stop-over sites revealed in Hungary and Romania, and actions taken to 
minimize mortality factors on surveyed pathways

 Raised public and stakeholder awareness.
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www.rollerproject.eu
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