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Currentknowledge

Although research on European Rollers inSabaran Africa is limited, there is not a
complete knowledge gap, and a numbefomiussed studiesave been conducted
over the years through various research institutions.

Distribution of European Rollers in southern Africa, Reporting rates for European Rollets, SABAP 2
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Habitat preference

AMostcommon in open, broateaved and
Acaciawoodlands with grassglearings

ALess common in areas with little woody
cover, and avoid more open, areas

AOccupy a wider variety of habitat types
than the resident Lilabreasted andPurple
rollers




Rollers share their preferred
habitat with a wide variety of
other bush dwellers, frequently
enduring temperatures in excess
of 40aC




Foraging and food

1 Sit-and-wait technique

1 Aerial hawking

1 Predominantly insects, including
beetles, grasshoppers, locusts,
crickets, termites, butterflies

M1 Also small invertebrates and small
mammals such as young mice.



Map 1. The geographical distribution of the European Roller (BirdLife International 2008)

European Roller (Coracias garrulus) distribution

ho

= -
> - -

BN
BirdLife

— A

T Rt e

==

=

. 1 Il 1o idurng breeding semson any)
‘\ i - Notwe il

Nwtwve {d

? Probabie westem fyway

Movements

Entire global population spend their non-
breeding season in sub-Saharan Africa.

BirdLife International map (2008). Satellite
tracking and geologgers expanding
knowledge:
9 stop-over sites,
1 migration routes followed by different
populations,
1 non-breeding areas used i1 vital for
informing conservation actions.

Birds cross Mediterranean area in August /
September, reach far north of southern
Africa by October, South Africa from Late
December/January. Numbers peak in
February. Rapid departure during March/
April.
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